. Cloudy Tonight.
(Full Report on Page Two.)
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'HALF-AND-HALF PLAN
BY BLACKBURN, WHO

TORPEDOING OF
LINER ANCONA
JUSTIFIED BY
BERLIN PRESS

Attempt to Escape Accepted as
Proved — Contend Subma-
rine Was Austrian and Cite
Baralong Case as Example.

Two Big Transatiantic Liners
in New Submarine Zone To-
day Carrying 2,228 Passen-
gers Bound for Naples.

BERLIN (via Sayville wircless),
Nov. 12.—Torpedoing the Italian
liner Ancona was perfectly justi.
fled, the Berlin press agrees to-
day, by the vessel's attempt to es-
cape, which the newspapers all ac-

cept as proved.

3 !
Concerninfg the question of the

submarine's nationality, the papers
point out that all accounts say the
boat flew the Austrian flag, nrxuing
that while a war craft may hoist
the colors of a country other than
it; own for strategic reason
certainly would fly its own lrl ac-
tion.

CITE BARALONG CASE.

In support of this contention one pa-
per cites the much discussed Baralong
cnse, asserting that the Britiah veansl
approached the German submarine un- |
fder the Stars and Stripes, but holsted
the Unlon Jack ‘“‘before murderine the
l-rr'mun aallors.””

""Forelgn reports that the submnarine
which sank the Anconn,” says another
publication, “really was German, nre
coneldered maore Inventions, made for a
nurpore It ip extremaly easy to detect.'

In eonncetfon with the Ancona case,
reveral papers charge an  unwarned
Hritish submarine attack on the Ger-

man eoal steamship John Bauber on No-
vember 7.

Fragmen_t;l'—Reports on
Ancona Only Allowed
To Pass Rome Censor,

LONDON, Nov. Bellef  that the
Ttallan censoys are withholding mea-
enges denling with Important phases of
the aminking of the liner Ancona, I8
Erowing, by

A few fragmentnry dispatehes, touchs
tng on minor detalls of the torpedoing

(Continued on Third Page.)
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King Benjamin Threatens to
Move All His Followers From
Fertile Fields of Michigan.

12—

8T, JOSEPH, Mich, Nav. 12 —Benia-
min, King af the House of David
Colony, near hore, and hin ook of

more than 10 followers, may sell thel
fertile nerea In the heart of Michigan's
fruit belt, elone up “‘S8hiloh," “Terygn-
lem,” *the Ark™ and “the Inner courts’
sl move to Californin

Angered hy whnat he termas perasouy-
tion of hls sect by Michignn authorities,
King FHeniamin threatensd todav  to

move his entlee eolony out of the Siate

The “Beventh Angel's Ire wak nroused
by the vesdiet of a elreult eourt jury
which found his won “P'rince™ Coy,
pulity of slinderng Mrs, Auoustn Haolll-
fov. former nmate of “Shiloh™ and |
puseksed demnges of 6 cenla agplnat
him T e fury's verdier was penchod
el safter mare than ten hours' delib.
pam

Iweelslaon bad nat heen resched todas
fe tn whather =nother slander sult for

g0 mgnlnst Coy Instituted by Mra
lena MacFarlane, sister of Mra, Holli-
day, would be heard.

Wife of Ex-Postmaster
Accidentally Shot

!

HONTMENWHOSHOT
MRS, JOHN MERRITT

Posses Search for uutomoblla.
While Wife of Ex-Postmaster
Undergoes Operation.

RUFFALND, N, Y. Nov =Mrn,
JInhn A. Merritt, wife of John A. Mer-
ritt, former Postmaster of Washington,
the Nlagara county politieal jsader, la
at the county hospital where birdshot |
ir bolng removed from her noek, nrms,
and shoulders. Ehe was shot yester-
Iday while riding to her home In lLaork-
rort in nn automoblile,

The shooting occurred am a car, con-
Iu‘nl;;: uw oparty of huntsmen, passpd |
the ortitt ear molng In the opposite
|dirsction. It s hulll-vml that the oe.
Ill||lnnh of the car were struggling for
|n-nn-ns!nn of the gun when the cart-

wans  exploded Sheriff  Stengel {
Innd I nder Shoriff Zenwor conducted an |
.nli night search for truce of the men in |
[the car, but thele identity has not been |
diwe Inn"rl

Car Swerved In Road.
1 The shooting occurred outside of lhﬂ
i-ih line about 4:15 o'cloek \nnlt‘rdlyl
afternoon, Mra, Merritt had nnom lhn
[duy in Buftalo with friends and was an |
her way home. Appronching them frnm
jthe north was a dark gray car that
| wan swerving from right to left on
the rond. As near as could be nscer-
tained it contalned six men.  The car
wan running at o falr rate of spoed
and from the uncertalnty of the driver

It was thought that the man at the
wheel was intoxionted F
Juseph Weber, of Lockport, driver of
the Merritt car, swung out to let the
| Rray onr pass At that Instunt there
was a louwd report, and Weber slowad
down, l'hlrlklnn that It was n blowout
“I'm whot,” salil Mrs  Merritt, She
did not faint nor acrenm. i
Weber swung his car wround, and ln,
the meantime the other car was out of
slght. No one saw the number,

WOMAN OF HYSTERY
MAY EXPLAIN TRAGEDY

“Miss S" Named in Diary, Might
Tell of Murder and Suicide of
Richmond Couple,

NEW YORK. Nov. 12.—A "Mimm 8.
| named in the divey of Henry €. Rup-
port, Richmand real entate man, may be

mwhie to tell why Ruppert shot  ond
killed his pratty voung wilte and then
committed s eide heve vosterday, the

police helleve,
Vifore  Ruppoert Iin wife in
Hultimore, he war in Trenten.  An ep-
try in his diary, under a Trenton dnts
line mnid “get lotter from Miss 8 with
ene in it from Hosalle and Jeasals.'

inined

ARNS PLANT

MRS JOHN A. “l,lél'[. ‘ A

ix]
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12, 19185,

PRICE ONE CENT

HRES PART OF
BIGARSONPLOT

Detectlvas Unearthing Nation-
Wide Conspiracy Against
Munitions Making.

WARNED OF GANG'S PLANS

Headquarters Believed to Be in
New York—Seeking Finan-
cial Head.

PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 12-Tith three
almost simultancous fires In war muni-
tlon plants in this Alstrict, at Rathle-
hem, Fddyatons and Trenton, It bacam®
known that the Federnl Government
hnx an army of Investigatots on the
trall of & band of hyphenatsd plottera.

Frank Garbarino, whao for several
ye.fa has heen In charge of the eantern
Pennay'vania division of the Department
of Justios Investigators, has bean mina-
Ing from hia Philadelphia office for a
month, and his aassoclates profess to

know nothing about him, whaere be I, or
what he is doing.

Ixmes C. Cortelyou, rated as perhaps
the shrewdest Inveatigator In the Gave
ernment service, ulao Is missing from
his office as postal inapector in charge
of this district. and his office disclaims
all knowledge about him.

Matthew Griffin, the veteran lntcnht1
Sarvice agent, In the only executive In
vestigator of tha Pennsylvania dl\rllmn
who Is mt hin office in the Poatoffice
bulldinea, but he prote absolute Igno-
rance about all fire nluu and plotiers,
though he was too busy to be questioned

| about them.

1t wan learned, however, that all thess
three Government agencles of Inveatign-
tion have been co-operating for meveral
weeks on Information pointing to an or- |
ganized conspiracy axalns; Industrial!
oncerna turning out war ‘orders.

The Government |8 sald to have re.!

celved Information mbout designs
axainst several mdullrlﬂ utnhillh-
ments such as the Bath

Workns, the Eddyatone plnnt nf Iho
Haldwin Locomotive Works, and the
Rosbling concern, &t Trenton, all of
which are fllllng war orders, says the
Philadelohin North American.

Tracing It To Its Source.

It is nlno sald that the Government' li
Investiwators have obtalned evidence
that the fires in the munition ]ﬁll‘“l‘
were started by forelgn plotiers to pre-
vent the war orders from belnx fllled.
Beveral arreata gould have been made
durine the |ast fow weeks, it In sald,

(Continued on Pan Nlnn

EABINET DISCUSSES
WILSON'S MESSAGE

First Sesslon Agrees Upon Five
Points to Be Urged Upon
Congress.

Tor the first time iIn four montha, or
rines July 20, President Wilson held &
Cabinet meeting today.

Every phase of the Administration's
leglplatlve program was gone Into, and
the Cablnet s underatood to have
agreed that the Prealdent's annunl mes-
snge shall urge:

1. Adequate national defense measures,

2. 8hip purchase legislation.

3. Amendments to the antl-trust law
which will permit Industries 1n one line
te maintnin co-operative sclling agen-
cles In forelgn markets,

4 Conservition legislation, Including
revislon of the mining lawa.

5. Evonomy In passage of appropria-
ton  bills.

Heopetary of Commerce Willlam C
HedMrlid was the anly absentee,

New rumtors of Impending Cnabinet
chunges are current In Washington
today. While they lack official von-
firmation, the gossip has stirred the
Interest of the paliticlans,

Secretary of Agriculture Houston s
sajd to be slated for, an lmportunt
nost  other than his present one.
Whether It meana he I8 o get nn!
ambassadorship or theres is to be a
ghift In the Cgbinet | a subject of
speculntion.

The talk that Secretary of Com-
morce Redfiald is to go has not been
milated, =hould he go, Mr. Hounston
might hs given his position,

Asslatant Secremry Vrooman s he-
Ing discussed  for the position of
Eporetary of Agriculture CRAR
Hewtston gets another post He in

In

rated as & strong, progressive Dem-
ocrat

>

JORDAN SEES
PEAGE MOVE
BY CHRITMAS

Leland Stanlord Head Urges
President to Co-operate
With Neutrals in Plan,

FIRST * MEETING

Preliminary Conference of Un-
official Representatives to
Be Held in Berne.

IN MONTH

Definite avertires hy & sroup of lead- |
ing neutrnl nat'ons to the belligerent
poweras for the purpose of bringing |
ahout a cespnt'on of the war In Eu-
rope will he under way by l.‘hrinh’!’aﬂl-i
Thin prediction was  made today ati
the White Houss by Dr. david Starr
Jordan, prealdont of lLeland Stanford
University and head of the Inlerrm
tional Peace Conference which recent
met at Ban Francisco,

A preliminary mesting of unoffictal |
reprosentativea of the powers at war |
and of the neutral nntlolu hu bun

od for Decembe
Bwiseriand. Out of Iha
sald,

a ~ontin

nations at war a proposal of media-
.  The commisslon, he predicted,

'l'ml.ld st mnﬂnuau- untll he close
war at erne or
openhagen,
Preaenta Resolutions. |

Dr. Jordan's purpose In calling upon |
the Fresident was to present to him
, resolutions adopted at the San Fran-

clsco congresa calling on the Preaident
‘to co-operate with other neutral nv-l
ernmentas in calling & conference of neu-

tral nations, which would constitute »

(C entlnucd on Thmi ann

TTALIANS PLEDGE
HELP 10 SERBIANS

Rome Dispatches Say Agree-
ment Has Been Reached for
Balkan Participation.

LONDON, Nov. 12.—Italy
has agreed to lend sufficlent aid
to the alllea in their Balkan
campaign to insure their com-
plete success, according to a
dispatch from Rome today.

ATHENS, Nov. 13 —Intermittent akir-
mishing between the Bulgars and the
Anglo-Franch-Serb allles along & nine-
ty-miie line across southern Serda 1
merging today Into a big general battle,

‘The Bulgar front extends from Te-
tova, m Berb town twenty milea eanst of
the Albanian frentier and seventy miles
north of the Greek border, poutheast
through the Veles pectlon and along
the Vardar river, tn the wicinity of
Strumnitza,

Opposing  this lins the Hritiah pre-
dominate In the southeast, tha French
at the center. and the Berbs are at-
tacking In the northwest.

If the Bulgar line ean be broken the
way will be opened for the allles to
combine with the Berb main arm.,
which has been fighting the Aumtrn.
dermans, A combined aasault will t hen
be possible on the Austro-German in-
vadars, whose front extends aimost en-
Mrely  ncross Serbla,

Serbs Racing for
Freedom as German
Forces Push Advance

BERLIN (vin Sayville wirelean), Nov,
12=The Berblan main army s raclng
for freedom through the valleys and
mountain defiles south of the western
Morava

The Bulgarians and Austro-Germans
operating along the Orlent ralirond nre
In pursult, the war office announces.

The Austro-Germans oarther to the
westwaed, are trying to get between
lm Serba and the Montenegrin fron-

The pursuing forces took 1,10 pris-
oners and eleven cannon yesterday In

(Continued on Page Eighteen.)
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Framer of Organic Act
On Witness Stand

T

FORMER SENATOR J. C 8.
BLACI‘BUE\'

- AUSTRIAN EMBASSY

S RPN

|Charges Dr. Goricar With Se-

cretly Plotting With Russian |

and Serbian Agents.

e, Jomsef Corlcer s acoused of se-
eretly plotting with Rums'a and Ber-
bian agenta with the Intent of dissem-
innting disloyally among Austro-Hun-
garian emigrants, (s a statemant lssued
today by the Ausirian embassy.

The statement follows

“Ex-Consul Dr. Qoricar, formerly of
Ban Franciaco, had been on leave of
abpence at the time of the outbreak of
the war and had been temporarily at-
tached 1o the Austro-Hungarin consu-
mte general in Berlin. There, very
poon afterward, hs obtalned knowledge
that the Austro-Hungarian authoritiea
bad recelved Information about his we-
eret connectlon with the enem'es of
Austria-Hungary, and Mrlﬂlmlln fearing
detection, he wmuddenly left his post
without permissbon, and disappeared.

“Contributed To Ireason.”

“Later on it was learned that he had
gons to Italy and was staying In Rome,
whereupon he tendered his resignation,
thereby preventing his dismisaal,

“While In Roms {t was ascertained
that he waa in cloae relations with
Russian and Serblan akents, obvious-
ly with the purpose of tolu. to the

United States to use hin knowledge of
the centers of Rlavie immigration com-
ing from the monarchies, in the serv-
lce of the Pan-Slavic }.rupugsndn and
with the intention of disseminating dis-
loyalty among our Immigrants against
their country of bhirth. The Austro-
Hunkarian embassy has boen Informed
that quite a number of southern Slaves
from ths monarchy have been onlisted
hy the axents of the allles and left
this country In order to fight against
Austrin-Hungary. It In very probabls
that Dir. Gorlear's subversive activity
contributed to these veéry rogrettable
acts of treason which certainly, with-
out changing the outcome of the war,
will be o rthe raveal conseguences far
those who will be made prisoners of

war
Declares Charge False.

“The Austro-Hungarian embassy has
been Informed for several months of
Dr. Gorlcar's mngliatory propaganda
carried on In this country, but hus re-
fruined untll now from taking counter
meanures, belng aware of the disgrace
brought about by the fact that a for-
mer congulur officer has broken In much
a way the falth and alleglance to his
fatharland, In view, however, of thesa
present statements ‘which contain ihe
strongest nccusations ngainst the repre-
sentatives of Austria-Hungary, the #m-
bassy -emphotically declares these ac-
cusations as false and wbsolutely bise=
leas, an Bllence  otherwlse would be
taken an ncknowledgement and would
creata the bellef thet our consulates
nelunlly engaged In activities in viola-
tion of the luws of this country.’

(The changes made by Dr. Gorlear
will be found on page 4 In toduyv's
Times.)

U. S. Will Investigate
Charges of Ex-Consul;
News to Officials Here

An immediate Investigation will bhe
made of the statement of Dr, Joseph
Gorlear that James F, Archibald, whae
wan arrested In England some time
pea for attempling Lo earry papers to
Vienna for former Austrinn Ambassador
Dumba knew what the papes eontained,
It was announced by the Department of
Justice today.

ATTACKED

FRAMED ACI

SIDDONS ALSO URGES
ABOLITION OF LAW
AT TAX RATE INQUIRY

Both Witnesses Assert Act Has Served Its

Usefulness and Ask New Scheme To
Govern Relations Between District and
Federal Governments.

Former Senator Jodeph C. S. Blackburn, father of the
organic act of 1878, and Associate Justice Frederick L.
Siddons, of the District Supreme Court, recommended the
abolishment of the halt-and-half plan befors the fiscal in-
Guiry committee today.

Both of these prominent witnesses told the investi-
gating committee the half-and-half principls had served its
usefulness, that it was a cause of constant wrangling in
Congress, and that the Federal Government should end the
controversy by taking over the Capital, appropriating for
it and taxing residents here at a reasonable rate.

Mr. Blackburn and Justice Siddons appeared at the
request o fthe investigating commtitee. The only other
witness today was W. H. Saunders, a real estate operator,
who advocated the retention of the existing fiscal arrange-
ments.

One .f the most emphatic statements made by former
Senator Blackburn was:

“The present District of Columbia committee in the
House constitutes a nightmare that is found on the pillow
of every District of Columbia resident when he goes to
sleep at night.” .

PEOPLE OF DISTRICT FRIGHTENED.

“I think the people of the District,” he said, “‘have
been pretty badly frightened by the eternal wrangling over
the half-and-half arrangement and the threats to disturb
the present relations have hung like a nightmare over this
community."”

Mr. Blackburn detailed a conversation he had had
with Mr. Macfarland, of the joint citizens’ committee, dur-

ing the past summer. He said he had told Mr. Macfarland
he believed the District would get a fair deal from the in-
vestigating committee now at work on the District’s prob-
lem.

Mr. Worthington asked if Mr. Blackburn knew that
under the street extension law of 1893 property owners
are paying for all extensions.

“That shouldn't be,”" said Mr. Blackburn. “The Fed-
eral Government, as I have said, ought to pay for every
extension and for the entire development and ornamenta-
tion of the Capital. The plan | suggest is more fixed than
the half-and-half plan. [ suggest an absolute, definite tax
rate of $1.50 on two-third valuation. That is notice enough
and does not constitute the “whim and caprice" of Con-
gress to which you referred.

BLACKBURN FROM KENTUCKY.

Mr. Blackburn is from Kentucky, from which State
hails Congressman Ben Johnson, chairman of the House
District Committee, an inveterate foe of the half and half
principle.

It was while Mr. Blackburn was chairman of the
House District Committee that he fathered the organic act
of 1878,

Mr. Blackburn told the committee that the amount of
taxes paid by District residents should bear no relation
whatever to the amount appropriated from the Federal
Treasury for'the for the Capital City, “If there must he
a fixed proportion of contributions,” he said, “the Federal
Government ought to contribute 65 per cent and the Dis-
trict tax-payers 35 per cent.

This latter suggestion, however, he offered only as
an alternative. He was most emphatic in telling the com-
mittee that the situation in the Cpaital today demands Fed-
eral control and Feder2l appropriations, and that the un-
natural control and Federal appropriations, and that the
unnatural partnership no wexisting ought to be dissolved.

Both Mr. Blackburn and Justive Siddons recommend-
ed substantially the plan sponsored by Senator Works, of

(Continued on Page Eighteen.)

[




